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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1,3-6,8-10. 12, 14-17, 19-21 and 24 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1.3-6,8-10.12.14-17.19-21 and 24 is/are rejected. 
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8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not'identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10, 12, 14-17, 19-21 and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Nurmi (6,608,251) in view of Creze and Chen. 

Nurmi, Figs. 2a-3a show a conductor 20 comprising a series of arch-shaped 
elements that are continuously formed with one another and extend along a centerline 
(not labeled). In absence of any showing of criticallty by applicant, to form the arch- 
shaped elements are pitched at an acute angle with respect to the centerline would 
have been obvious of modification since such change solves no stated problem. It is 
noted that the arch-shaped elements are pitched at an acute angle with respect to the 
centerline are old and well known in the art. For example, Creze, Figs. 3A-3C show 
arch-shaped elements 13 of a conductor 4 being pitched at an acute angle with respect 
to the centerline. 

As to claim 3, Nurmi shows the arch-shaped elements are arranged in separate 
parallel planes that are oriented at an acute angle with respect to the centerline. 

As to claim 4, Nurmi shows each said arch-shaped element includes a pair of 
opposed leg portions having first ends jointed to a bridge portion and having second 
ends spaced apart to form an opening therebetween. 
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As to claim 5, Nurmi shows each the arch-shaped element has leg portion 
provided along opposite sides of the contact, and the leg portions of adjacent arch- 
shaped elements are joined to one another at linking portions. 

As to claim 6, the arch-shaped elements have leg portions, the leg portions of 
adjacent arch-shaped element being joined to one another on alternating sides of the 
arch-shaped elements. 

As to claim 8, the arch-shaped elements and the centerline are arranged in a 
linear geometry. 

As to claim 10, each arch-shaped element includes a bridge portion and leg 
portions, the leg portions being separated to provide an open bottom. 

As to claim 12, 14-17, 19-21 and 24, the claims have substantially similar 
features as claims 1-6, 8 and 10; therefore they are rejected under the similar rationale. 

As to claim 9, Nurmi does not show the conductor having a latch and tab 
members at opposite ends. Chen. Fig. 1 shows a conductor 12 having latch and tab 
numbers 16, 18 at opposite ends. It would have been obvious to one with skill in the art 
to modify the connector of Nurmi by forming the conductor with latch and tab members 
at opposite ends, at taught by Chen, in order to provide connections for the conductor. 
It is noted that the latch member could be jointed to the tab member when hook ends of 
the latch are inserted in a hole of the tab 18. 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1, 3-6, 8, 10, 12, 14-17, 19-21 and 
24 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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4. Soreny, Neidecker et al. and Pohl are cited for disclosure of electrical connector 
having arch-shaped elements pitched at an acute angle. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to Hien D. Vu at 
telephone number 571-272-2016. 
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